notes and queries. 


I shall bear it in mind all the day long —all the holiday throuo-]^ 
for it may be true possibly of us. I cannot tell— our home is full f ro 
corner to corner of love -beginning with father, who by instinct ( not ™ 
theory) has always so absolutely insisted on every separate child giving him 
a “proper,” “real” morning greeting that everyone begins the day 5, 
realising the bond which unites us all. But still there may be corners not 
full enough and over-brimming ; they shall be well watched and carefull • 
tended, for fear of the very suggestion of famine. But on the famine tlmt 
does exist. How well I know it. It is the key to the whole position the 
maggotthat eats out the very heart of life almost before it is grown ’ into 
life— and leaves its mark irrevocably— never to be healed. And the cause 
I suppose is quite as often selfishness as ignorance. Motherhood wants 
a perfect ocean of unselfishness born in with the birth pains, and growino 

<la> ’ by Ja >' * Amo. 

* From letter on “Parents and Children ” in^D^d^ 
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BY THE WAY 


The children are beside themselves with pleasure at the pretty country 
and the scrambling walks, but above all at the wild flowers, in which they 
are getting quite learned. I find them in a book for them,* and even Ernie, 
aged six, knows some names, and never calls them wrong. All my children 
are great lovers of Nature, and I develop this as much as I can. It makes 
life so rich, and they can never feel dull anywhere if they know how to seek 
and find around them the thousand beauties and wonders of Nature. They 
are very happy and contented, and always see the less people have the 
Jess they want, and the greater is the enjoyment of that which they have. 
1 bring up my children as simply and with as few wants as I can, and, above 
•all, teach them to help themselves and others, so as to become independent. 


* 


* 


* * * 


The day passes so quickly, when one can do good and make others 
happy, and one leaves always so much undone. I feel more than ever one 
should put nothing off, and children grow up so quickly and leave one, and 
I would long that mine should take nothing but the recollection of love 
and happiness from their home with them into the world’s fight, knowing 
that they have there always a safe harbour and open arms to comfort and 
encourage them when they are in trouble. 


* * * * * 

People (and children vera) with strong feelmgs and of nervous tem 
perament, for which one is no more response rh«n k ( h ‘ v 't Thoi 
one’s eyes, have things to fight against and topuj w and 

of quiet, agreeable dispositions, who . irritable nerves. One 

have consequently no feeling of nerves ~st.ll less ot n. 

can overcome a great deal, but alter onese ^ate Frincess Alice. 


The greatest maxim of all is ttot * ith 

nply and in as domestic a way as poss ’ v ; t j, t h e ir parents, and 

cir lessons) they should be as much as^.bj. ^ 
irn to place the greatest confidenc quee 
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irevil companions™ lead astray those who have had the op po „ 

' I- „ hv vears of teaching, experience, failure, and suffering i y 
of P , r ° fi "f then will your children, simple, untaught, and inexperienc ed V 
'I! 11 " ire°in wrong doing and its consequences, inevitably be corrupted ? f 
th 7 f00 jishly permit them to associate with children who are evil and 
rorrupt ? Do not allow the devil, or anyone else, to deceive you on this 
head rf you permit the means of corruption to be employed . , nothing Can 
brevint the natural result. It is as certain as anything very well can be. 

What course do parents oidinaiily take to discover the moral 
character of the companions of their children ? I am afraid they have little 
concern, if any at all, about the moral and spiritual character of their 
children’s companions. In many instances they are quite satisfied if these 
belong to families of their own standing, and if there is no particular stain 
upon their character— and even concerning this they will not put them- 
selves out of the way to enquire. Other parents will allow their children to 
pick out their companions themselves, or at most get up an acquaintance 
with the children of neighbours. In view of this, and what we have said in 
answer to the last question, is it not strange that anyone should wonder 
where the bad qualities come from, which are unexpectedly developed in 


their children ? 

If those parents knew that their children had been associating with some 
of their school-fellows who had just recovered from small-pox, or some 
contagious malady, they would not be in the least surprised to see symptoms 
of the same disease show themselves. Indeed, they would be much asto- 
nished if such manifestations did not appear. Why, then, should parents 
be amazed when their children grow up to lie, deceive, teach, and practice 
all manner of uncleanness, when they, the parents, have allowed them to 
associate with others who regularly do these things ? 

allowTo bp" 3re ParCntS t0 know the real character of those whom they 
ailou to be companions with their children ? 

recommended an at TH f rR0UBLE t0 ascertain it. As we have already 
with your own eve t0 Servants > etl Quire for yourselves. Watch them 
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for any harm to be ri haVC tUrned Up > before there has been time 

your guard by bein^ 6 / /''T lnduence or example. Do not be taken off 
they “ love Jesus ” Wh* °' 016 tkat tbe new_ comers are religious, or that 
true, and obedient * y ° U Want t0 know is wbetber they are pure. 


with the false and Hand aS ? 10wn ' u P people, are possessed nowadays 
believe certain stattmf P* n ° t,0n . that if the >’ hold certain opinions and 
goodness— are not of too^ 11 v. ^ Blble ’ moral character— that is, truth and 
Y °u want faith and works 1 f I 'P ortance * But this must not satisfy you. 
grown-up people, will be held 1 aUh wlthout works, whether in children or 
, tlon as it was by the Anncti X ^° U> We su PP ose > in about the same estima- 
k oow something 0 f the .,c!i James ‘ who pronounced it “dead.” We all 
Training 0 f Children bv and corru Ption of death.— From The 

’ Y the General of the Salvation Army. 
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OUR WORK. 

1 Jic House of Education. I have found no difficulty ye the social status 

of my lady nurse. She has hei breakfast and lunch with us and the 
children. We often have afternoon tea with the children, and if our dinner 
hour fits in with the discharge of her duties in putting the children to bed, 
and we are alone, or have anyone to whom she is likely to be interesting, 
or to take any pleasure in, she is invited. There should be no difficulty in 
any well-ordered household ; a pleasant, well-mannered young girl is always 
an acquisition, provided she has sufficient common sense not to be over- 
sensitive and exacting.” We insert this extract from a letter, as it serves 
to show the social status Tante must occupy, that is, that of a governess. 
We are glad to tell our readers that the students who enter on training on 
the 13th inst. are precisely such as should prove “acquisitions” in any 
household. But we want many more to meet the demand upon us. Will 
any more earnest-minded, “ pleasant, well-mannered ” young women join 
us ? We can promise them most useful, and, we think, happy careers, and 
they will not lose caste. Or, will any who would prefer to teach older 
children come to us to be trained for governesses? Or, will any come foi 
training with a view to a woman’s proper future ?* 

The Parents' Review School.—' The pupils of the Parents' Review School 
(ages varying from five to eighteen) have come to the end of their first 
term’s work, and have shown happy results in their first examination. The 
school is accomplishing all we looked for ; it is giving impetus and eager 
interest to the home-teaching, which is sometimes very apt to flag, and it is 
gratifying to find that governesses throw themselves into the scheme as 
heartily as do mothers. The interest of preset, bed work on nnSlw 
lines seems to be refreshing to both teachers and taught. The new term 
begms on January .|.h We hope many new totta ' West . 

Parent! Revuv, Studmis.-Tt* H • i E||ison „ (who presi ded 
minster Branch of the r.N.E.U. >vn from [he Parents > 

at the meeting of the branch on ec. f r the next year. The one for 
Review , which he held in his hand, y oui p = , e emed to be much appre- 
the three years' course of study on educahon y they need, and we 

ciated. Two or three friends of mine say mothers la ke up this 

are much looking forward to it. P 

study. „ ._r n i to those lriends who have 

The Parents' Review.— Wo are gra - nea f or three copies. We 

heeded our request, and have subsen ■ 6 mo re subscribers, a 

have further need of help. We m«s Iravej ““ Lip ; but the need for 
number most easily attained if all forward ten copies of the 

help is very urgent. The Editor w, h ^ happy ^ e „ 00g i, u> 

prospectus for our new votaf '^.tn.eh*. 

distribute them carefully, vv itn teue 


* Write to 


Editor, “ House of Education,” Ambleside. 


